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Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

WV meet today at a ciitical and decisive moment of oui nationa s lugg e 
t so oiitioal indeed that we have been constiainedby foiceof ciicumstances 
to“rve"ne a special session of the Congiess befoietheexpiiy of the yeai.in oi^eito 
obtain a solutmnof andguidanoe as to the intiicate pioblems confionting 
I say that the difficulties of the houi, and the task betoie us aie unpiecedented 
mthodiistoiy of the Cnngi ess, then I believe that I am meiely voicing the 
sentiments of eveiy individual in this assembly It is three yeais since you came 
tooetheiin a siinilai and special session at Calcutta that also was a momoiable 

davi'iyoui histoiy The gieatness of that day was events the gieatness of 
those days when nations issue declaiAtioiib of wai foi fieedom But m the 
.nipoitance of today’s session to be found a glimmei of those days m histoi^y 
when nations have had to deal not with declaiations of wais but with the 
intiicate and decisive issues aiising fiom such declaiations Then youi 
thouo-hts veie foi the commencing stiuggle , today you stiive to piotect the 
conclusion of the wai fiom dangei Then you weie anxious to begin youi 
maich, today theie has aiisen the dangei of losing youi way Then you 
weie about t,o launch voui boat feailessly fiom the shoie , today, m the woids of 
the iminoLtal Poisiin poet Hafiz, “The Ijoat has set sail fiom one shoie^but the 
othei shoie is yet fai distant -iiid the wayes aie using up against the baik fiom 

all sides ” 


Gentlemen, when youi choice has fallen upon me to pieside at an occasion 
so momentous m youi histoiy, I feel that you have leposed such confidence m 
me and coiifeued on me such lionoui that nevei can I ciedit myself with 
'having desei ved It I can only believe that you have been veiy geneious in 
youi good opinion of me If any pool seivices of mine had desei ved so signal 
a maik of youi confidence in me then I should lest assuied that youi action is a 
very giatifying lecognition of my humble efFoits fiom 1113^ countiymen and my 
countiy I am most piofoundly thankful to you foi the honoui you have 
done me and it is to you that I tiiin foi help and guidance m this lesponsibility 
vliich IS .1 pledge of youi confidence m me We aie undoubtedly face to 
face at a veiv difficult time with a veiy difficult pioblem but our determination 
lemains unshaken and although we nia}’- be in doubt about oui methods we 
aie in no doubt about out aim> Oui humble efFoits aie fin tiuth andjust'ce 
and m this wo'kl which is G(*d s Kingdom >uch sbiivinL4> must meet with success 
Hence, though we niviy bn <ii>\ioi s about the weai y length and the penis 
of the jou nev, mid fully and painfully aw^aieofthe difficulties and the obstacles 
mom pitli, nevei should thi'^ knowledge make us despaii It should lathei 
assme us that the Divine Piovidence which guaided us when we weie weak 
amd helpless will piotect us on oui wa}’’ thiough all oui tiials—till success is ouis 
and we have leached the journey’s end 


THE PKOBLEMIS OB" THE TIME 

Gentleanen, I am not unawaie of tiie limitation> upon the piovince of my 
discussion I3l£w'evtei uigent and piessing may be my thoughts, and however 
numeiousif^ie/^*' , i?I am tempted to discuss, I must guaid against trespassing 
on those '?ch should be lese^ved exclusiv^Ji^'^ii^e pi evident of the 

aunua^,W!£iP;;^'^^llOle paitwolaify wheu of the dwiuaj. 
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faession liiis fallen upon >=10 aident a patiiot so able a conncilloi and so distinguished 
a leader as is Moulana Mohamed Ali 

Even if I were expected to deal with events and peiplexities of the 
time, foi me silence would be piefeiable to speech Theie is nothino- 
in the events of these days which need cause suiprise Theie was a time 
when explessions of Indian national sentiments weie confined to ciiticism of 
buieauciatic injustice Ciiticism developed into complaint and complaint into 
agitation and piobest For long it lemained tlie piactice of the Congiess to 
w-ail ovei eveiy m'w instance of buieauciatic wiongdomg But now we have 
passed that stage. Fiim decision and stienuous woi k aie befoie us The phenomena 
of injustice ai enow sofamiliai that they have become pai t of oui eveiy day life To talk 


of injustice now would not only be unuecessaiy but would also suggest that we have 
hitheito not been utteily and finally convinced as to the existence of injustice , 
wheieas oui ceitamty has now leaclied that last stage at which no inciease in it is 
possible We need not await the rising of a cm tain to le veal to us the tiuth We are 
suie that the tieatment meted out to us will continue unless oui own efFoits 
bung about a change m the piesent soiiy state of affaiis We aie not concerned 
with individuals, whose chaiacteis may change , oui pioblems aie not tempoiaiy 
and will not be solved by time alone We aie confionted with a system 
of which we can postulate with ceitamty that injustice is the law of its 
natuie and which has continued to exist till now not on account of any innate 
stiength of its own but simply because oui neglect has piovided pillais to 
stiengthen and suppoit it Injustice is the essence and not an accident of 
that system Thetefoie, oui best eflfoits should be diiected against the life gf 
that system 

NEW ADMISSION OF OLD TRUTHS 


Nonetheless, I fiankly welcome the admission of the tiuth that 
comes fiom oui biotheis who have hitheito maintained that oui piogiamme was 
founded on despaii Now, at last, many of them aie constiained to admit that 
the Refoims aie “ meie deceptions”, that ‘ Indian self-iespect cannot be 
maintained undei piesent conditions”, and that no lehance can be placed 
on the bioken pi onuses of England They feel that the boycott is oui 
only lecouise and that India should fiiinly non-oo-opeiate with the BiiUsh 
Empiie Exhibition, Tliiee yeais’ bittei expeiience of the “Retoimed Councils , 
the Salt Tax, the unlulnlled pionnse of Indianising the Public Seivices have 
taught us nothing new^ We do not see any novelty 111 the injustice of the 
Kenya decision but simply the lepetition of an old and expected wiong originat¬ 
ing fiom national and lacial piejudices When was it that these things did 
not exist ? Ell tain has bioken hei piomises, but how many of the famous piomises 
of Eiitain leiiiam unbioken Indian self-iespect has been slighted , but does oui 
exiienence supply us with a single instance m which it has been honouied and 
lespected ^ But all these events, and especially the last, have come as 
staitlmg levelations to those gentlemen who appaiently needed such to complete 
then education and teach them the tiuth 

Gentlemen, we will not complain that oui biotherf'lia’^^ been so long in 
ai 1 iving at the tiuth We will foi get that the tiuth was li^’^^^hiee years 
befoie the KenySi^sIlK^iNs ns after it. For an admissi^ri# %c'^!ne tiuth is 
piaibewoithy wiMHH or late. Gd^quentlyr s ^v^eW^e this 

admisaion by om-Hhiutryufeii w^h to tell that oui ^ need| 
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then aei vices to-day as much as it did thiee yeais ago If we smceiely believe 
that the tune foi piotecbiug Indian honoai has ailived, why should we not, 
inspite of petty diffeiences as to method, unite m oidei to guaid it * 

THE GREAT TURKISH VICTORY 


Gentlemen,! am suie the fiist thing you will expect of me to-day is that 
I should have the lionoui ot voicing youi sentiments of joy at an event which 
IS fao cujpiously, and yet so honouiably, connected with youi national stiuggle and 
maiks a gloiiouis epoch of youi national histoiy It was the will ot God that 
two distant nations of the East should be so closely connected in then stiuggle 
foi justice and fieedom that the suffeiings of one aie a cause of giief to the othei 
and the victoiy ot eithei is an occasion ot lejoiciiig foi both India while tieading 
the up-hill path that leads to hei own fieedom has made the Muslim Khilafat and 
the independence and honoui of Tut key one of hei national demands, while the 
new-boin nationalism ot Tuikey and hei ovei whelming victoiies have appealed as 
a miiacle betoie the woild and hei couiageous and exemplaiy patiiotism 
has infused a new life into all the nations ot the East 

Gentlemen, about nine months ago the Congiess congiatulated 
the Tuikish nationalists on the success of then aimies on the field of battle 
But as a mattei ot tact those victoiies weie meieJy the foie-iunneis of a gieatei 
victoiy to come , foi though they weie militaiy successes only, yet they came 
as hei aiding the moial and political victoiy which has followed It is the tiist 
instalment of a complete victoiy substituting a new-boin gieatness 
foi an ancient giandeui which had seemed to be m the thioes of death It 
IS a pioclamation to the woild that the community of nations must welcome 
a*nevv and victoiious membei It has been a gloiious and successful maich 
which, inspite ot the attempts of the gieatest Poweis of the Eaith to place 
obstacles in itb path m then futile opposition, has piogiessed onwaids diiven 
by the oveipoweiing stiength of its patiiotic feivoui The goal has now been 
reached and histoiy has begun the tiist chaptei of the stoiy of a conqueimg 
nation The feigning of the Tuikish Peace Tieaty on the 24 th of July last maiks 
the beginning of a new' epoch of national gieatness and the consummation of those 
V letoiicfe*which ai e indibpensihle to the life etnd honoui of a natioii It was a 
moial victoiy lathei than a victoiy of the sw^oid It was a victoiy of chaiactei 
and intellect,without which all diplomatic and militaiy victoiies aie useless 
and futile 

UNIVERSAL CONGRATULATIONS 


Gentlemen, India cannot lejoice too gieatly m congiatulating the 
Tuiks on then maivellous victoiies, foi she sees not so mucli the events as 
the mighty muial to which they point She viewh m the succe'^s of Tuikey not 
onl/ the fulfalm<?nt ot the Tuikish aims but the victoiy of the whole 
East I beg, hist of all, to convey the good-wishe;* of India to His Majesty 
the Caliph ot the Mussalniaiis Next, I wish to congratulate the National 
^sembly of Angola on the victonaus advent of then deinociatic goveinment 
And our eyesinevitably to that unique peisonality to whom all these 

success aie^JjjinJij^Jdue I congratulate Ghazi Mustafe Jiemal Pasha on 
behalf of 

“7 duty by ^OPgyjfc piii flAdia and TS^key 
only, far moie^^^fextensWe and h ^ any pcul^ulair 
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nation or countiy The struggle which foi the past five yeais made the 
peace of the wot Id impossible, was not meiely a wai of goveinments and 
nations It was something more The vigoious statesmanship of Ismet Pasha 

m opposition to the futile thieats of Lord Cmzon did not meiejy lepiesent the 

stiuggle of Tuikey and Biitam oi of East and West It was a wai of punciples, of 
opposed and conflicting faiths On one side was the piide of powei denying to’all 
kei nations the ii^lit to exist, on the othei side was the detei mination of 
justice and truth pioclaimmg that all nations had a light to exist if they wished 
to do so The will of God has decided the issue Foice has failed, inspite of its 
strength , justice has tiiumphed inspite of its appaient weakness and tempoiaiy 
set-backs The success of Tuikey is an achievement too gieat to be inteipieted as 
the victoiy of Asia oi the East It is the victoiy of j'ustice, and justice is above 
all national patiiotism and knows no distinctions of East and West It concerns 
itself with all mankind Permit me, theiefoie, to congiatulate the whole of man¬ 
kind on this victoiy, and eveiy individual in the East oi the West who is 
a lover of justice and lespects the fieedom of man 

But although promises have been fulfilled and justice has been done, 
to make oui pictuie complete, we are bound to say that this has come about 
not thiough any genet ous desiie on the pait of the Powets to keep then 
‘piomises’, but simply because due perfoimance of then pledges was exacted 
Foi when the Powei s aie compelled to make good then pi onuses at the point 
of the swoid, they aie libeial enough to concede even moie than they pio- 
mised They accede to all the demands of the Conqueioi who will yield nothing 
to satisfy the claims of justice 


Gentlemen, the Tuikish Peace is an event fiom which Histoiy w’ll 

draw many moials Justice has undoubtedly been done and thedeseiving have 
piospeied But what have the Poweis, who had swoin to tiample justice 
undtifoot, gamed by then futile opposition What has England gained by 
scatteiing hei bioken piomises thiough the woild for the last foui yeais, — by 
suppoiting tyianny and oppiession with a stieugth of lesolution she has nevei 
bi ought to the service of justice She wished to crush Tuikey and Tuikey has 

giown stiong in spite of Biitish intiigues and designs Biitain lefused to yield to 
the claims of justice but she has bowed bei head befoie the will of a nation She 
often wiote hei decisions with the pen , they weie toin to pieces with the swoid 
When posing as supienie aibitei of the fate of nations, she wiote hei peace 

tieaties, India ciied out against them in the name of tiuth and justn^e and she 
1 ejilied to the piotest with contempt But when Mustafa Kemal diew up his 
dtmands vith the point of the swoid, she bowed like a conqueied nation and 
daied not lofuse them We need not await the histoiian’s answei The woild 
has leplied aheady England has suiiendeied evei ything*to Tuikey , al? she 
has obtained foi heiself is ill-fame foi an attempt at injustice Tlie imputation 
nas foimeily cast at hei back but now she beais the stain of it on hei foiehead 


THE NEW EAST 

We must retnembei that the significance of gieat 
histoiians is eon temporal y obseive is We ^ 

ep 6 ch of those peuo^^^f the pas, 

revolutio 



i o obvious to later 
an. 

_ j. „jX\^ bich histoi lans 

The woi 1^' mg 
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its concepts What till yesteida^ weie consideied unassailable tiuths aie now in 
piocessof dissolution and theoutlmes ofmapsaieohangiDglikethewoild’spnn- 
ciples and faiths The woild’s heightsaie leduced todepitssions, dep essions ue eleva¬ 
ted to heights The nadii of success leads to the beginning of decline The inciea- 
sing daikness of despaii cauies us to the coming of tJie dawn No-one can foiesee 
what the immediate f.ituie will bung, but that what is happening at pieseiit will 
lead to the evolution of a New East is veiy cleai to us The awakening of 
thb Eaftt which foi the last quaitei ofai-entuiy was but a baie consciousness, 
ha& leeii galvanised by the suffeimgs of the Gieat Wai which have quickened 
it with new life and uiiiest Ghazi Mustafa Kemal Pasha’s wondei-woiking 
hand has not only awakened the sleeping life of Tui key but has also knocked so 
loudly at oui Eastein gate that echoes lesound acioss the pLuns of Central 
Asi i, fill tlie Afucan deseit and iing acioss the Indian Ocean Who can say that 
the leveibeiatioiis will not aiouse eveij coinei of the Eastein Woild ? 

Gentlemen, India cannot ignoie hei natuial and geogiaphical connection 
w ith the univei sal sti u^^le of the !East, and in making common cause wuth it she 
haibouis all those emotions of sympathy which the similaiity of time, conditions 
and amis naturally pioduce among people of the same legions She welcomes 
e^eiy E^tstcin nation that embaiks on a stiuggle foi justice and fieedom, and 
icg'ets the fate of those nations w^hich have been left behind then comiades She 
assuith the nationalists of Egypt, Syiia, Palestine, Mesopotamia, Morocco, and 
all othei eastein countiies that the heai ts of India’s millions aie eagei foi then 
success and hold then fieedom no less deai then the fieedoni of then own beloved 
motheiland 


J A ZIR AT-UL-AR AB 

In pai ticulai, India today leafhims hei old deteimmation to secure 
the independence of the Jaziiut-uI-Aiab This was the most impoitant and 
unalterable item of the Kliilafat deniiiids which the Congiess pioclaimed m 1920 
The demand is impoitant to India not meiely because it is pait of the religious 
faith of a laige section of hei people If only to advance the cause of hei own 
fieedom India cannot aflfoid to igiioie it India, Egypt, and Aiabia aie so placed 
g^^ogi^phy and natuie that tlieii political foi tunes have been Jinked foi evei 
The existence of a fetteied India is the fust link of a chain that binds its 
neighbouis It was the desiie to peipetuate the slaveiy of India which made it 
recessaiy that the Suez Canal should lemain in Biitish hands And now 
the independence of Aiabia is being saciihced to maintain India’s evil plight 
Foi if Aiabia, whose freedom has been trampled upon with the help of Indian 
aimies, becomes a new stronghold of Biitish powei, then the fiontieis of Indian 
slaveiy will begin not fiom the Indian Ocean but fiom the coast of Syiia and 
the Reisian Gulf, — fiom Mosul and Diar-i-Bakr India assuies the people 
of Aiabia that then independence and j fieedom fiom foieign mteifeience is as 
much an object of her stiuggle today as it was when she made her pioclamation 
of 1920 , and that she will continue hei stiuggle foi so long as any poition of 
the Arabian count]|j 3 S lemams in subjugation to a foieign yoke, 

CON^^^fjJTINOPLE AND YERAVADA JAIL 

Gentlem^,!^ hough we are ^diiectmg our gaze af^ the splendid palaces 
of the Kfcilatat at j;«.onstantinople in tendering our congiatulatiojis on the great 
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Tuikisli Victory, oui thoughts turn mvoluntaiily towards an Indian Jail in 
whose cell the gieatest man in India lies, a convict I am ceitain that if outside 
Tuikey any peison deseives fiist to be congiatulated on the Tuikish Victory 
then it IS that gieat Geneiahsmo of India—Mahatma Gandhi Mahatma Gandhi 
irused his voice m suppoit of the Tuikish cause when even within Tuikey no 
ciy ot national piotest whatevei had been heaid It was his peiception of fact 
and insight into leahty which at the veiy first suivey enabled him to giasp 
all the depths and beaimgs of this pioblem, and to invite all Indiato lealise 
that this was not meiely a demand of the Mohammedans of India, but of the entire 
countiy Gentlemen, the effoits and endeavouisof India undei the guidance of 
Mahatma Gandhi in suppoit of the Khilafat demands, fotm, m feet, an impoitant 
and special aspect of the piesent stiuggle Histoiy will discuss its consequences Pei- 
haps it IS piematuie that we should tiy to estimate all the effects of the Khilafat 
stiuocrle but still theie aie some effects which we now peiceive without suivey or 
discussion, and each of these is so gieat that alone it was enough to have induced 
this national stiuggle Hindu-Muslim unity, without which the fieedom of India 
IS nothing moie than a phantasm, has tiiumphed by leason of the Khilafat 
stiuggle ovei those difficulties which foi a long time had beset its p.itli The 
international piestige of India in the entiie Oiient, a piestige which has given 
India an eminent position amongst the newly-awakened lands of the East,is a 
consequence of this veiy stiuggle But foi it, what would have been the status 
of India today m all Asia and Afiica ^ It was hei aimies that had tiampled 
undei-foot the fieedom of Tuikey and Aiabia , hence ib is obvious that the con¬ 
tempt and lep obation of the entiie East would have fallen on hei Wheievei 
a single Indian showed his face the fingei of scoin would have been lifted “Lo » 
Theie o-oes a fellow of an unfoitunate country ^ He is not only the cause ot hiS 
own mweiable lot, he is the cause of the sad plight of the fiee nations of 
the Enst^” But today India can lift her head high and say, “The stain 
wheiewith helplessness had sullied my gaiments, my will and desiie have 
washed away ” If it has so happened that without then will and desne 
thousands of Indians maiched to the field of battle to unsheathe then 
swoids against the Turks and Aiabs,then of then own wish and desiie thousands 
of Indians maiched to jnil that justice might be meted out to the Aiabs and 
Turks Today fiom eveiy quaitei of the East theie are choial voices laised 
to pioclaim India’s honour and reputation In Constantinople hei name 
IS sounded as though she weie the standaid-beaiei of the fieedom of he East. ^ 
In the bazais of Cairo theie is on eveiy tongue the ciy, “God giant thee victoiy, 
O Gandhi" ^ This is m tiuth an honour hke that usually accoided only to fiee 
nations and w'hich subjugated India has acquiied undoubtedly as a i esult of the 
Khilafat stiuggle. And what appeals to us even gieatei than these two effects 
IS that intellectual development which manifests itself m love of Libeity, and 
which India has acquiied as a lesult of this stiuggle For any countiy that 
IS to become fiee, the first lequisite is that she should piove that she heiself does 
fully appieciate the value of libeity So when India demanded the fieedom of 
Turkey and Aiabia, then simultaneously with this demand she affiimed that she 
heiself could not live depiived of libeity Subjugated liave neithei desire 

nor will. If India could express hei “will” about Turk^^a^could det^ei minedly 
struggle to eecure the fulfilment of that “wiU” then sh^WsdCuied fieedom .br 
fi*erself because the socuiing of freedom is really a synonymhl^ expiession of 

the people’s will 
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Gentlennen, 1 deeire your ptrmiMion to say that my personal feeling 
•about whatever I have done duimg the last lour years in connection with the 
Khilafat demands has always been that action was meiely my duty not only 
as a Moh&medan but also as an Indian It is my belief that his suppoi t of the 
Khilafat movement in India was the greatest seivice which that gieat peisonality 
m Indian histoiy, Mahatma Gandhi, has lendeied to his country. 

DIFFICULTIES OF THE TIME 

I have lefeiied at the beginning of my addiess to the difficulties 
of the time Foi the success of any mass-effort unity of action is impei abive and 
disunity IS disastrous At this moment our unity has weakened and theiefoie 
dangei threatens us But I must fiisb invite youi attention to the difficulties 
of the moment m order that we may adequately estimate then natuie and 
extent If oui estimate be ever so little beyond tlie facts oi evei so little shoit 
of them, it will not besuipiising if we fall into fresh danger We stand today 
in such a position that negligence is on one side and desp<i.i' on the othei If we 
assess these difficulties as being less than they actually are ' ’^e may fall into neglig¬ 
ence and if we take an exaggeiated view of our diffif'ulties we aie in danger of 
plunging into deapaii We must be neither negligent nor appalled We must 
face difficulties and oveicome them But this is only possible when we have quite 
accuiately estimated them Foi oui puipose, scales and measurements aie needed 
more than aims 


THE UNIFOKMITY OF LAWS OF SOCIAL LIFE 

We should at this stage reflect on those natural Laws governing the 
social life of the world which, though they may be accepted by intellect are often 
obscuied by stiong emotions We are as much the pioduct of the life and the 
movement on this wonderful globe as are other countless and obscure creatures 
who aie biought into existence by its unifoim revolutions and are even now 
ecattered ovei its bosom Oui woild itself is but a small fiaction of a univeise of 
which we can find neither the length nor the breadth, but we have discovered 
that it IS uniform in all its changes, and though it displays innumerable foi ms of 
life and movement, yet, like the will of their Creatoi the Law of then existence 
iH one It IS uaiform all-embiaeing, unchangoing and unique What has 
happened once will continue to happen always The expeiiences of one will be 
repeated by all othei s, no event really new evei takes place, nothing la really 
dissimilar to, and distinct from all other things In the woids of Umar 
Khayyam the philosopher—poet ofj Persia “There is but on« story of hei life 
which 18 always repeated under new names and new foi ms” Oi to quote the 
I? lef words of the famous Fiench writer Victor Hugo, “The stoiy of the woild’s 
e'V^nts IS a continuous repitition ” 

Just as the poets have mused uponthis perfect similarity of the 
events of the woild and the unchanging uniformity of the laws of life, histoiians 
Ivtve observed and philosophers have drawn their conclusions theiefiom We 
as political worlv^rs should also open our eyes to this tiuth, foi this unifoimity of 
kw applies toy30c’fiv<y just as it applies to individuals Even as the individuals 
Oave bodies ano^'*tin8 and all the powers and quahties which appertam to them,-^ 
Hnilarly, societies havs bodies, and brains, and psychological states pi oduoed ^ their 



cumbluations It is inevitable that tho same types of mind and the same enviion 
meiits should be similarly aflFected Just as the acts of individuals are the lesult no 
of their individuality but of then mental and physical conditions, so also the acts o 
societies aie not due to then peculiar individuality but aiethe lesults of their menta 
condition and environment Societies having the same ternpeiament wiL 
leact similaily under the same enviionment The beginning and the end of nations 
then rise and fall, then lethaigy and energy, their fieedom and then subjuga¬ 
tion, then successes and then failuies aie all subject to one law iExactly 
that which has happened to one nation will happen to all other natiojis that 
come aftei it This wondeiful unifoimity of the laws of social life has been 
thus expiessed by a philosophei-histoiian of the thiiteenth century of the 
Chiistian eia, Abdul Hahman Ibni Khaladoon, whofiist formulated the piinciples 
of the philosophy of histoiy, “If we eliminate all lefeiences to names and time, 
the history of one nation wdl be exactly the history of all othei nations at all othei 
times, foi men and dates constitute the only diffeience in t lie histones ot diffeient 
nations ” The same tiuth has been expiessed by a famous Fiench wiitei of these 
days, Di Gustave Le Bon, in a moie compiehensive ami learned foim “When 
we have discoveied and foimulated the laws of social psychology in the 
same way as those of individual psychology, it will become possible foi us to wiite 
the histoiy of a pai ticulai nation and civilization, and use it as the history of 
every other nation and civilization It will be peimanently useful to us—hke a 
millemum calendai ” 

NATIONAL STRUGGLE AND ITS STAGES 

Gentlemen, It ij3 absolutely neoessaiy foi us today to considei the 

essential imphcations of this law of national existence This, and this alone, can 
lemove unieasonable astonishment and feais We should lemember that what 
18 happening today is neither new noi unusual It is an old, invariable and 
unavoidable accompaniment of the oideal of national endeavoui and stiivmg 
through which India is passing We aie only doing what has been done before. 
Before us is a spectacle which the lives of past generations have foieshadowed. 
In adding a new page to the hi&toiy of nations we have meiely provided a fiesb 
illustration of the universality of this law of social life 

It IS a well-established fact that nations awaken after periods of decline, 
and that after then mental and moial conditions have alteied, then mateiial state 
also undeigoes a giadual change To boriow the metaphor of an old Geiman 
metaphysician, named Herman, “When individuals are in a state of apathy and 
indifference the national soul is asleep , at the time of their mental revolution it 
dreams ; when their Jeelmgs are roused it stiis till at last it rises and sets out an 
the path of endeavouiOn this road, gentlemen, there are definite stages, and 
fixed, unalteiable rules for the guidance of tiavelleis Eveiy caravan that 
travels along this load must pass eveiy single one of these stages The triumphs^ 
awaiting the successful caiavan are glorious, but the obstacles before it are innumt i" 
able, its victory will be momentous, but the hardships on the way are gieat and 
unavoidable The difficulties facing it are internal as well as external It hari 
to undergo mental and physical tiials and to suffer internal e^ljptiens and attacks 
from without. The path is full of stumbhng blocks and pitfalSfeid the caiavac 
cannot proceed at an even pace. It is forced to halt at tunes and advand* 
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cautious!}^ It must ner\e itself for a fresh effort after everv set-back and increase 
its speed after every halt This journey is not a consistent progress from triumph 
to triumph, but ultimately success must attend us Victory cannot be achie\ed at 
every step but it comes at last and is sublime ' 

Gentlemen, the divine law of existence cannot be suspended for our 
benefit Noiv that we have set out on this journey all its stages he ahead of us 
and must be traversed If our speed has slackened there is nothing unusual or 
strange a’bout it. and it is time we quickened our pace again If our march has 
come to a dead halt we must start afresh If we have been unable to agree on 
a particular question, if there has been a rift in our unity, it does not matter in the 
least Whv should we not re-unite ^ This is merely a test to w'hich we have been 
subjected as have all our predecessois on the path of liberty and we must come 
triumphantly through it as other heroic nations have come through it in the past 
There is*no occasion for fear or despair The lightning which has stricken us is 
one of the ordinary accidents of this venture It has overtaken many before us 
and will overtake man\ who will come after us 


A STAGE OF TRIAL 

Let us for a moment examine the real nature of the difficulties before us 
from the stand-point of the psychology of social action It is unnecessaryr to 
say' that as in the case of indiv iduals the brain is the original fountain-head of 
the actions of nations V hen the mental growth of the indiv iduals of a nation 
reaches a stage where it can make itself felt externally, it awaits a suitable 
opportunity Under favourable circumstances it requires more than anything else 
^strong incentive that, prevailing over all divergencies and diflerences of thought 
and opinion, provides a converging point for all the scattered elements of the 
people When the brains of individuals are united into the composite brain of 
the community', then the element of emotion becomes more operative therein than 
reason or perception So this converging centre also is born of sentiment and 
not of perception And when such a condition is brought about, active effort 
makes its appearance, and. in proportion to its energy, it rises and clashes with 
opposing forces Then it either succeeds in reaching a definite limit or in obedience 
to natural laws it suffers repeated interruptions These also have their various 
aspects and are governed bv different rules Butin every condition it is im¬ 
perative that at some stage or the other the law of reaction should have effect 
Then all of a sudden, svmptom. of depression and despondencj supervene, and 
eir greatest effect IS on equanimity of thought It is as though innumerable 
pages were bound together in a binder which has become loose or unfastened 
ew differences arise , disintegration supervenes and there comes a time of great 

al'so»iaUTr' fT society, this condition is 

^so natural, knowledge and perception can influence it m onh a small degree 

Howsoever judiciously minded and well-acquainted with past experiences of the 

world the individuals of a nation O" acomminity maybe, thet cannot stifle their 

natural sentiments, or eliminate conditions and effects arisingfrom them But if the 

ram and heart of effort be sound and unaffected then everything that happens is a 

mere minor ailment of the body The life of effort is safe from danger Often there 

.arises the phase of-titrested activity and sometimes this assumes the aspects of 

a dangerous suspension of life But, as soon as that period passes which "was 

necessary to allow the after-effects of this disorder to wear off, then immediately 
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this temporary seeming-depression is dispelled and effort manifests itself in all 
its original energy and tervour Or rather, in many cases effort becomejS stronger 
and more sustained than before, because this temporary suspension was merely 
peripheral The inner forces had remained continually at work Now in its 
later manifestations there is an addition to effort of newer forces to those previously 
existing 

Like all the changes and alterations of this world, the actions iff com¬ 
munities either languish or persist They are not always born afresh , there are 
rises and falls We make a mistake in interpreting a fall as a cessation, and a 
rise as a new birth We would be in error in regarding the suspension of any 
national acti\ity as a cessation of activity—an eiror similar to that of concluding 
that the tides of the ocean will not rise tomorrow because they ha\e ebbed 
to-day 

Thus, our national struggle has suffered suspension after activity The 
struggle was proceeding at a rapid pace, when suddenly the Bardoli decision 
signalled a halt In obedience, we paused abruptly, and it was only natural that 
the sudden pause should produce a shock From this shock all those effects 
ensued which are the natural results of suspended activities It is an effect of 
that shock that our organisation has been shaken It appears that the goods 
which were packed and fastened are being rapidly unpacked and unfastened 
The general inactivity of the movement, the split in the Congress, the rupture in 
Hindu-Muslim unity, the failure of all attempts to bring about a union—all these 
are natural results of the shock our movement has received 

Gentlemen, this is a stern trial from which we must emerge triumphantly 
nerved by our determination to secure victory, and we should not be surprised if 
we have to strive very hard indeed for success But nonetheless, I hope that 
you will not take incidents to heart more bitterly than the case warrants To 
one who understands the psychology of nations and is a student of history this 
condition appears exactly like that of a man who has paused for a breathing 
space while running a long race 

We should not object if our opponents and critics prefer to be decieved 
by our present condition for they are in such a mental state that they will recognise 
power only when it is brought face to face with them But we should have no 
doubts as to the real strength of our position What is it that we have lost^ All the 
intellectual springs of our efforts are still strong and its foundations are still un¬ 
shaken Why should we be despondent about lassitude affecting our limbs when 
there is no slackening of vigour in the beating of our hearts ? Can we doubt the 
evidence of our senses ? Do we not feel that there is a faith engraved on our 
hearts and ever present as an ideal before our eyes, infusing with its spirit every 
vein and artery of our body ? 

Gentlemen, Permit me today to make an announcement on your behalf 
which will be a real interpretation of your convictions I assert with the greatest 
confidence that our struggle continues as before, We are m a state qf suspended 
animation wbich has delayed our arriving at a definite decision, but which has 
' not stopped the struggle Problems concerning intelligejme, enthusiasm, and 
effort have arisen, but we emphatically deny that there can^^ any question of' 
purVelmquishing the struggle or even of temporary despair 

But while I have drawn your attention to the fact that there is no cause 



( 11 ) 

for despair, I must tell you that there is also no excuse for slackening our efforts 
We shoul^ not forget the experiences of every day life that, however trifling 
an indisposition may be it can be rendered fatal through neglect The trial 
before us today is a temporary slackening of our activities provided we do 
not let our ailment grow into anything serious How can we guard against 
this ? What IS the solution of the problems of the time ? The answer is known 
to every one of us but it is difficult to act accordingly Unity is all we need and it 
is in of3^ to establish it that we have gathered here today 

This memorable day should provide us with a welcome opportunity of 
passing through the present trial We have invited the world to watch our trial 
and its consequences Will we use our opportunities correctly and well ^ A few 
hours will provide an answer 

NON-VIOLENT NON-CO-OPERATION 

We must base our discussion on elementary principles, and we have already 
adopted the principle of Non-violent Non-co-operation for the achievement of our 
objects Non-co-operation is based on that simple but universal faith of the world 
that we should not co-operate with evil lest it should increase, and therefore it is 
our duty to leave it alone It is a truth preached in common by all the religions 
and moral philosophies of the world An^ if in this definition the word ‘'injury ' 
be substituted for the word “evil” (and in my opinion the two are synonymous) 
then we find non co-operation to be not only be a universal belief of mankind but a 
natural tendency in the animal world The preachings of all religions ring in our 
e^rs Islam has mide Tark-i-Mawalat (Non co-operation) compulsory upon its 
followers, with the intention that they should not support or strengthen those 
individuals or bodies whose activities are injurious to their nation^ The same 
doctrine is found in other countries also Similarly in the sphere of national 
effort, there is not only a common belief in the principle of Non-co-operation but 
Non-co-operation has even been adopted as the universal principle of action , for 
It IS very obvious that no community or nation m the world can win its rights 
through co-operation All nations have won freedom through their own efforts, 
and effort implies opposition and struggle—not co-operation The boycott and 

passive resistance, the greatest weapons of a Non-co-operator, are not the fruit of 
new doctrines 

Wherever weak individuals and communities have been unable to offer arm¬ 
ed resistance to tyranny they have adopted this method as the only means of attain¬ 
ing their object ‘Suffer everything, but never turn your face away from what 
you consider to be right ” This has been for ages the coninon advice of religion, 
mo^hty and nationalism in this world It can truly be said that in the weak and 
hel^fless beginnings of every religion, these principles are its only support and 
strength We see it engraved upon the cross of Jerusalem The streets of 
Mecca have heard its grand appeal The first two centuries in the history of the 
Christian faith were a romance of this principle When in the time of the Roman 
Emperor, Severus, the weak foundations of the Christian Church were being shaken 
y the storms of tyranny and injustice, it was the unconquerable spirit of this 
principle that maijj^ined the structure intact A Christian martyr of that period, 
Tertuhan, read a statement before the Roman judges which has been pres-^ved,' 
ana wrfnch you now read m the famous American writer. Draper’s Conflict 
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between Religion and Science^ "Our community has not been existing for long, 
but IS there a place where we are not found Cities islands, pro\mces, forts, 
the barracks of the armies, the court of the Empiie, the chamber of the Senate— 
we are always found m the great places of youi go\eminent We ha\e left you 
nothing in your proMnee except your places of worship Think o^er it We can 
raise a storm of civil war if w^e so desiie, but our religion teaches us that it is 
better to be killed than to kill Consequently', w^e suffer and do not strive ’ What 
more perfect and more effective expression to passne resistance can tnere be ^ 
And today after seventeen hundred years w'e can act precisely on the words of 
that Christian martyr 

COUNT LEO TOLSTOY 

Probably the first man, who in modern times has preached passive resis¬ 
tance as a weapon to obtain political rights and to oppose the injustice 
of ' jvernment as a substitute for armed revolution, w'as the great and truly Chris¬ 
tian teacher of Russia, Count Leo Tolstoy He has brought it into prominence in 
his world-famous teaching The intellect of that great teacher made a vehement 
protest against the soulless materialism of Western civilization the intolerable 
inequality of social conditions the ruthless oppressions by capitalism, and the 
tyranny of the Orthodox Russian Church It is owing to this extremist tendency 
in Tolstoy, that an ex-president of America remarked concerning his revolutionary 
theories m the American Outlook that "the)- have without hesitation passed 
the bounds of moderation and p-acticability ’ But, in all the teaonings of 
Tolstoy, passive resistance is a doctrine the simplicity and practicability of which 
IS obvious, and beyond doubt shows the world the easiest wav to its aspirations 

The essential spirit of Tolstoy s teaching is that war and murder must be 
brought to an end and justice and human rights need not and should not be 
opposed with arms, for their power is based on the institutions which they have 
spread broadcast, and if people wnll merely refrain from helping them to prosper by 
taking no part in these institutions, they will not be able to survive for a moment 

MAHATMA GANDHI 

The world has always needed practical guidance more than theoretical 
preaching The truth is not new' to the world, but that which gives 
truth new greatness and__success is t he r ecognition o^ truth and pursuit of it 
F:\ei\one knows that it is our duty to fight for freedorn) But-tthough Tolstoy 
first gave form to the pmctice of Non-cooperation, nevertheless, his work 
waited practical exposition at the hands of another personality—so great a per¬ 
sonality that beseems to have been selected by Providence for his task This 
was Mahatma Gandhi Even before Tolstoy had preached, the world knew' of 'the 
■ truth of the Non-co-operation - iifO T Lii i iuiit but befo-re Mahatma Gandhi’s advent 
It did not not understand how soul-force could be employed in actual practice 

THE j^ROGRAMME OF NON-CO-OPERATION 

The method of Non-co-operation which India has adopted under the guidaivee 
of Mahatma Gandhi, although in its first principles the same as ttre world has seen 
beforef, has changed in several respects At first it was an ethical course, now 
It IS a political progiamme As presented by Tolstoy the beliefs and principles 
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were so extremely comprehensive that, on the one hand, they clashed with the 
existin'^ thojghts and beliefs of men and with many of their rules of conduct,and on 
*the other, they were faced by extreme practical difficulties But the present form 
of Non-co-operation has acquired a complete definiteness There is nothing in it 
now which conflicts with religious or political beliefs—nothing of any such com¬ 
plexity that it cannot be brought into operation within a very short time Non¬ 
violence IS really the soul of Non-co-operation but if non-vioiencebenot accepted as an 
article of faith it is enough if it be accepted as expedient and politic To sever 
all those connections which bind the bureaucratic power to the people of India is 
the ceitfcsal belief of Non-co-operation but it has greatly limited its sphere of activi- 
ties It desires to be so operative that however rigorous its application may be, 
It occasions the least possible suffering to those who use it as a weapon 

Self-sacrifice, self-restraint and the strength of our moral spirit are the 
weapons prescribed for use in this battle But the movement allows us full 
latitude, and except from a select body of men who can be an example to the 
country, it does not demand from the mass of the people anything that is very 
difficult It can be asserted with the utmost confidence that for all people 
struggling for their rights it has become a principle of political action which is 
extremely simple and therefore practical It assures a bloodless victory to all 
the nations of <^he world, and keeps in view not only the truth of principles but 
also the difficulties of action. 

FORMULATION OF THE PROGRAMME 

Gentlemen, many differences have arisen amongst us concerning certain 
Items of the Non-co-operation programme These really concern only parts of 
the method of work but they have led to arguments, and discussions from which 
as 13 usual new questions have cropped up The first of these questions to come 
before us is the nature of our programme This programme when it was once put 
into practice produced its natural consequences. But it has not led us to the 
conclusion of the struggle and all its battles have yet to be fought Now, what is 
the nutam of this programme? Is it a programme capable of being put into 
p.uenee cnce only, so that if it fails we must find another ? Or is it like the un- 
changngand eternal truths of morality and religion which must be preached for 
an iiiehnite period since their object will be achieved only when the country or the 
greater part of the country has accepted them ? My answer to both the above 
questions is in the negative The programme was not merely a temporary make¬ 
shift for a momentary occasion nor is it anything eternal or unchanging Both 
positiois are extreme and the truth lies between them The programme has the 
strength of religion and the flexibility of the principle of political action It takes 
into consideration exigencies of both necessity and duty 

• But in order to come to a clear understanding it is necessary for us to 
recall how the programme originated In this connection I wish to place before 
you my views, which have not changed in the least since the beginning of the Non- 
co-operation movement The Non-co-operation programme was fully formulated 
before it was accepted by the special session of the Congress at Calcutta 
From that time down to the present day I have never for a moment imagined 
that the Non-co-operation programme stood for either of the extreme positions I 
^ave mentioned ab&ve 
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NATURE OF THE PROGRAMME 


The fundamental principle of this programme is this, that we should 
obtain by our unarmed and non-violent struggle such a victory against the present 
armed bureaucracy of India that it be compelled to lay down its arms before the 
will of the Indian people We have interpreted the will of India as expressing 
Itself in the Khilafat, the Punjab and Swaraj demands But our aims are not 
comprised in many words , they are expressed in one brief sentence As with any 
other country so w'lth India the question that aw^aits a decision is only this,"Should 
the will of the people prevail, or only such rule as has been established armed 
force" ? 

HoW' wnll our unarmed struggle be put into practice ? For a reply to this 
question our programme undoubtedly invites us to action which is not inspired by 
mere necessit)' or expediency but rather by firm con\ict!on It tells us that we 
must hold aloof from co-operation with the pre-.^nt s\stem of government for this 
reason that we should not side with a power for evil and for this 
additional reason that by non-co-operating with it we can so weaken it that it will 
become incapable of opposing us This programme comprises both duty ?nd 
necessity that is the unanimous verdict of religion ethics, experience, and historv 
We should not become an instrument of the injustice meted out to us—and who 
can controvert this ^ It is the decisive evidence of experience and history that 
no nation in the world has won freedom by co-operating with an alien pow'er, nor 
has any nation been granted its freedom as a fiee gift since such would be opposed 
to the very nature of power—as none will deny 

If our withdrawal from active co-operation be brought about simultane¬ 
ously and unanimously then no thinking mind can doubt that the history of India 
can be changed betw^een the rising and setting of a single sun But how can this ^ 
be brought about ? All our difficulties lie in this simple question In this war, 
which IS not a war, the answer to the question must be our first concern 

I will not enumerate in detail the difficulties before us 1 need only 
mention that out of regard for these difficulties our mov^ement has adopted a princi¬ 
ple of action which solves them altogether It is not deemed at all necessary for 
success that our movement should wait for a time when all the co-operators 
in the country will have become non-co-operators or till an overwhelming nrajo ity are 
prepared to act according to the programme of Non-co-operation For the purposes 
of our movement, action by a certain limited number of persons is sufficient If that 
number is forthcoming the individuals forming it will wish to be joined by the rest but 
they will not wait for them The Non-co-operation movement has divided its work into 
two natural compartments The first is the collection of the material of war 
and the second is the prosecution of the war itself By the material of warfare 
we mean men inspired with the spirit of passive resistance The war is a conflict 
between our passive strength and bureaucratic power and it must come sooner or 
later to a decisive issue To secure its first object, the movement has appealed 
to those in the councils, educational institutions and courts of the government to 
non-co-operate, because it believes that in these centres of co-operation are to be 
found men who make the best warriors for the maintenance of the bufeaucratio 
ascendency as also as for the prosecution of the national struggle That is^ * 
Noif^co-operation invites their aid with the two-fold object of depnvmg the enemy 
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his finest tioops and of piovidmg itself with the best fighting mateiial When 
in response to this appeal a nurabei of men have been collected the fiist aimy 
of Non-cc^opeiation is in the field This aimy will be the chief and cential actois 
in the stiuggle, and the futuie hopes of the movement will lest not on the 
'ountiy but on the aimy On the one hand, this fiist aimy will embaik on the 
campaign without delay, and, on the othei, it will absoib into it, fiom time to 
time, new foices liy the magnetism of its call and its piactical example 

•*’To accomplish its final puipose, it has adopted the piogiamme of Civil 
Disobedience This is its leal battle and on this depends the detei mining of the 
issue ^ This couise of action has lendeied unimpoitant the question! whethei the 
whole of the countiy will be able to act up to the piogiamme of Xon-cc-opeia- 
tionwithm a definite peiiod of time It has also obviated the question which will aiise 
(if m compliance with its appeal laige numbeis quit the Government educational 
institutions and law coui ts) as to whethei we will be able to hold the people togethei 
fiimly tilloughout the couise of the campaign. It will have little effect on the 
movement if the whole countiy cannot suppoit it The numbeis of its suppoit- 
eis do not mattei lailuie to suppoit it will occasion legiet to the movement 
but no^ despaii Doubtless it appeals to the sense of duty and convictions of all 
people, but as the piogiamme of the stiuggle, it does not stand in need of unifoim 
oi complete suppoit It is not blind to the fact that the actions of communi" 
ties aie not goveined by logic and leason It lealises that mass action is rathei 
the cieatuie of sentiments and emotions Eithei the community piogiesses lapidly 
oi it IS motionless It veiy laiely moves at a unifoim speed The alteination of 
ebb and flow is, theietoie, inevitable When a ceitam atmospheie has been cieated 
the meiest sign will diaw thousands to the post of action But when the 
atmospheie changes, not even lepeated invitations will stii a single individual 
How can such an atmospheie be geneiated ? It can come only thiough 
a stiuggle—in this case the stiuggle is Civil Disobedience If tlieiefoie the 
movement is at all anxious about anything, its appiehensions aie only foi 
its fiist aimy The victory of the movement oi its defeat on the field of battle 
depends entirely on the moial success oi failuie of its aimy It lequues 
that this pioneeimg aimy, howevei small in numbeis, should possess 
not quantitative but qualitative stiength. It should conveifc itself into a 
living example of the Non-co-opeiation cieed—immovable as a mountain, leM^tless 
as the sea It should peiseveie in saciifices and defeat the lethaigyand indiffeience 
of the country by the poweiful foice of its magnetism and attiactiveness 
It believes that if such a foice js established in the countiy and it peiseveies 
in the stiuggle, theie will soon be many occasions foi confliciJ and tiials of 
stiength Such is the law of such a stiuggle And once the atmospheie necessaiy 
foi such a campaign is cieated people will hasten to join it of then own accoid 
and»theie will be no deaith of leciuits 

If the movement does not succeed in its puipose at the fiist attempt 
it does not mattei in the least Ihat soldieis have been wounded will not 
disheaiten it It will peisevere in its task-and spend the intervening period of 
.imo in such a way as to cieate as eaily as possible the atmospheie needed foi the 
lext attack When the necessaiy atmospheie have been woiked up, it will again 
50 found biaving the dangeis of the stiuggle ' ° 

Doubtless its piogramme in itself seems to attain its objects within a 
lefinite peiiod It does not piesciibe sustained effoit That is why its leadeis 
ad thought that the results of the firat attempt would matuie within a yeai. 
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I believe that the question laised by the piesent discussion is settled 
tpso facto hy this explanation of the oidei and compe of action Both aspects 
of the question aie 1 tally inelevant to the issue This was not a piogramme to 
be acted upon once and then discaided , noi is it light that we should continue 
pleaching it as a inoial piinciple inespeclive of lesults and ciicuinstanoes 
One half of it is not waifaie leally hut a demand foi the soldieis foi waifaie. 
Its plan of campaign stands us m good stead again and again as we engage in 
fiesh conflicts. The second pait of the stiuggle depends upon the sefrfiiing of 
a suitable field cf action and it may not be veiy conclusive at the fiist skiimish 

the non-co-operation mentality 

Fiom the above it is cleai how iiielevent aie the misundeistandings 
studiously piopagatcd about the mentality of the Non-co-opeiation movement It 
lias been alleged that it is a challenge to w'estein cix'lization and science, that it 
pleaches instead of politics a new code of moials and a new leligion and that advo¬ 
cating a complete divoice fiom woildly activities it stands foi ietiogiession lathei 
than piogiess I asseit emphatically that this is an intei pietation of oui ideas to 
whicli we do not give countenance Non-co-opeiation has nothing to do diieotly 
with educational social oi civic questions Without doubt, theieaiein India 
vaiious schools of thought about tlie good and bdd elements m Westein cultuie 
and civilization In fact even the mental tianquility of Euiope and Ameiica has 
been distuibed and new pimciples and ideas aie inundating the human mind 
Of couise, Gandhi, like Tolstoy, has his own ideas about the question but the 
Non-co-opeiation movement has no views beyond its single aim It teaches 
no new lelio'ious cieed to its followeis nui does it laise up a new edit^je 

O 

of pia^ei and lenunciatioii It is m all its beaimgs, a political piogiamme based 
on facts and tiuths That is why leligion, moiahiy and histoiy all lecognise 
it equally and give it then own names If it pi caches a boycott of schools and 
law couits, it does so , not because it is opposed to Euiopean sciences and 
lethal piactice but because it is antagonistic to the powei undei which Indians 
have to woik in these institutions and lemain useful tools of the buieauciacy. 
If it insists on the use of Khaddai ib does so not because it has set itself 
ao-amst costly diess oi any pai ticulai style but because it piefeis home-made 
cloth to foieign—also because it believes that the countiy lequnes foi its 
political salvation and fieedom the adoption of simple, socialhabits and the spa it 
of ngoious self-discipline. 

FIRST EXPERIMENTS 

Let us now considei oui piesent condition. In accoidance with the 
fiist pait of oui piogiamme, we issued a call to the people , they floclced 
to oui staiidaid and a fiist gioup of woikezs was foimed As piovided 
foi by the movement itself, ciicumsbances then biought about an atmospheie 
of tension and the contest began This hsppened m Becembei 1921. Now 
this IS a veiy impoitant question not only foi us but for the whole woiId- 
How far did oui piogiamme woik out successfully^ 

What 16 the true ciiteiion of success^ We aie judging tw'O distinct things. 
Tlie same Cl itei ion cannot apply to both Theie is fiist, the piogiamme of Non-' 
co-opei ation , then, theie is the effoit we expended on its lealization.^ If we 
eould not gam oui ultimate ends at a fiist attempt surely it is not just to 
Vy the lefepoiiBibihty for the failure at the door of the pi*ogiamme As a 
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piactical progiamme its success consists m demonstiating by expeiienoe 
its pi.vcticribility, effectiveness and fiuitfulness If such evidence is piocurable, 
nought rbtnains needed to show its success Oui own success, ofcouise, hangs in 
the b dance still As to the success of oui endeavouis, I lefuse to believe that the 
attainment of the ultimate goil is its ciiteiion. To gain the end m view is 
not ineiely a success but final and complete victoiy and it is necessaiy to achieve 
several successes befoie we win a final victoiy It lemams foi us theietoie to see 
if we achieved any of these pieluninaiy successes 

THE SUCCESSES OP THE EXPERIMENT 


Gentlemen, I ventuie toasseit that to my mind the piogiamine has 
not only succeeded but succeeded to the gieatest extent possible of such a 
piogiamme If thiee yeais befoie, it was a piinciple the success toi which could 
be demonstiated by logical leasoning, it is today a tiled belief foi whose 
effectiveness obseivation and expeiience stand witness 

Conjuieup foi a minute all the difficulties and obstacles lying m its way, 
considei also the shott time allowed to it foi piogiess thiough the thiee sta^j-es 
of theoietical exposition, tiaining and piactice , do not foiget that it was the fiist 
practical step the countiy took towaids fieedoin—then you will see what 

• wondeiful lesults have been aiiivedat How is it possible foi us to think of 
of failuie^ Which one of the items of Non-co-peration has pioved practic¬ 
able and which one of its piactices aie manifestly ineffective ^ Did nob 
numeious people quit the Government institutions’ Did they not lenounce 
all those woildly advantages and comfoits which they enjoyed ’ Did not 
e6ntiraents of self-saciifice sweep the whole of the countiy ’ Did not thousands’of 

• people willingly betake themselves to ,the gaols ? Did not the entiie mihtaiy 
oiganization of the Government failed to open the dooi of a single shop on the 
occasion of the hartal consequent upon the Pimce’s visit’ Does not eveiy 
moining and eveiy evening of the yeai 1921 beai testimony to the existence of a 
national will m India that can stand fiim in the stiess of battle 

National levolutions aie fiist biought about, nob on the suiface of the 
land, but m the depths of human hearts and minds Nonr-co-opeiation complete¬ 
ly changed Indian mentality in twelve months It suddenly piomoted the politi¬ 
cal capacity of all the classes of the nation It wafted the message of libei ty and 
patiiotism to every single individual of this continent It alteied entiiely the 
course of life for thousands of people So completely did it eiadicate feai of 
punishments and pains m the cause of Iibei ty that inipusonment has become a spoi b 
and formidable law couits, theaties of public entertainment In shoit, theie is not a 
single avenue in the stiuggle foi libeity that it has not laid open to us If 
all these aie events of yesteiday’s happening what moie is needed to demonstiate 
that the piogiamme is wise, piactical and uneiimgly effective The 
Non-coopeiation moyement nevei claimed to lepeat the tiaditional miiacles 
of old. It humbly held that if the countiy acted up to it. it could without the 
use ot violence oi weapons aoquiie such stiength as would piove iiresistible to the 
uieanciatic powei. Do not all these lesults then constitute a conclusive pioof of 

THE FIRST BATTLE 


I am asked how far our endeavouis 
flict I should like to review the events of Decembei 


have succeeded in open con- 
1921 when the bureauciabie • 
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poweis had eleaied foi us the way to defensive Civil Disobedience by the 
enfoicement of the Ciiminal Law Amendment Act This was oui real en- 
countei. I want to place upon leeoid this fact of histoiy that the contest 
conmenced on the 2nd of December and two weeks had not quite elapsed wJien 
signs of the defeat of buieauciatic domination weie alieady visible and oui 
opponents had pnfoice to acknowledge the stiength of oui movement Theie 
was nothing left for the bureauciacy but to consent to a postponement of hostilities 
01 to peace * Non-co-opeiation was, theiefoie, then sufficiently advanced ^ to deal 
with the opposition as with an equal adveisaiy—in a position to tieat on teims 
stipulating that the question of defeat foi eithei side be waived, that both should 
temporaiily suspened then activities, that the Government should withdtaw the 
Ciiminal Law Amendment Act and lelease the piisoneis, that the Congress should 
abandon the boycott of the Piince’s visit and that a Round Table Confeience 
be summoned latei to delibeiate ovei the demands the countiy On the 21s of 
Decembei^ the Viceioy, m leplying to a Deputation at Calcutta, appealed foi the 
coming togethei of a Round Table Confeience in such a tone as spokesmen foi the 
buieaiiciacy have nevei foimeily employed. He expiessed his earnest desiieto 
secuie by any means possible eithei atiuce oi peace I have mentioned this 
incident not because I considei it a gieat timmph of oui cause, foi oui aims aie 
high and, m keeping with them, the standaid of oui success is also high It 
IS not a mighty achievement foi us that a desiie foi unconditional peace aiose 
in the othei camp I believe it to be meiely a prelimmaiy success It has shown 
that OUI couise of action is effective and uneiniig, and that oui methods aie 
cajiable of changing an oveibeai mg and hostile attitude in the Goveinment into 
one of compliance and concession. 

A LULL 

Gentlemen, m a peiusal of the histoiy of national stiuggles we always 
encountei lecoids of a few mistakes, side by side with many lemaikable achieve¬ 
ments Undei ciicumstauces of conflict mistakes aie as it weie, almost inevitable 
I believe that the decision at Raidoh was, so fai as oui stiuggle is concerned, 
such a mistake We cannot, of couise, help legietting it but we feel that it 
was bound to happen We could not avoid it. As a matter of fact, the fiist 
decisive stage of oui stiuggle came to an end with the Raidoli decision Since 
then we have paused m the stiuggle so that the wai continues but theie is a 
peiiod of inactivity befoie the actual contest 

THE COUNCILS CONTROVERSY 

Gentlemen, since I was leleased fiom gaol last Januaiy I have felt 
that my fiist duty was to lemove tliepiesent division of opinion As it was nec^saiy 
foi the puipose to withold fiorn espousing any side by the expiession of 
my peisonal views, I have not yet had an oppoitunity of putting foi waid my views 
as to the actual contioveisy Today is the hist time that I declaie myself I have 
peisonal filends m both the paities which the contioveisy has created and 
I have as much lespect foi then abilities and sei vices as eveiy Indian citizen must 
have This, howevei ,,doesinot detei me fiom clearly expiessmg my own line o^ 
thought Foi, if I lefiained fiom doing so, I would not only be lacking m a 
sense of duty but w^ould be guilty of a betiayal of the confidence that you have 
reposed in me. 



( 19 ) 

The fiist thing I wouhl like to mention about this contioveisy is that 
I leheve fai too much impoitance has been asciibed to it by bouli the pai ties to 
the dispute. I ventuie to affiim that the cause of oui piesent difficulties lies in 

this mistake 

Obviously, whenevei theie is a diffeience of opinion, we should pause 
to considei if it is a diffeience of pimciple oi of details 

Does it stiike at the lOot, oi at a bianch only ^ If it is a diffeience of 
piinciple, it isou. duty to hold to on opinions with the utmost steadfastness and 
deteimmXtTrni- Theie is then no scope foi cornpiomise oi foi smoothing ditte- 
rences>ovei The question of the majoiity oi minoiity of opinions is iiielevent 
Even th^ question of discipline cannot affect it If, on the contiaiy, we diffei as to 
details the position is completely alteied Of couise, we have no leason m this 
case to change oui opinions but we need not be so veiy iigid in their 
application as to admit of no elasticity If necessaiy, we may even ignoie oui 
own opinions If necessaiy we can saciifice small things to expediency Unity 
in the paity, obedience to the will^ of the majority and oideilmess of discip¬ 
line must be maintained at all costs Resolution and peiseverence aie qualities of the 
fiist oidei foi people, but only when they aie expended in the piopei place and 

in wise piopoition 

I can unhesitatingly asseit that this diffeience was leally not one of 
pimciple foi the Non-co-opeiation movement What is Non-co-opsiation consi¬ 
dei ed as a Pimciple^ I am suie no-one would uige in leply that it is those items 
of the piogiamme vvheie educational institutions, law couits and Councils aie speci¬ 
fically mentioned It IS cei tainly not synonymous with the boycott of govern¬ 
ment institutions oi with dissuading voteis fiom going to the polls It is 
something highei than all these things But we know that this diffeience was 
‘not whethei oi no we should co-opei ate with the Councils but whethei we should 
adopt the same attitude towaids the second elections to the Councils as lAve had 
done at the fiist oi mtioduce any changes into our attitude I fail to compiehend 
why stiict adheience to the cieedof Non-co-opeiation should not accomodate 
seveial schools of thought It is a case of a diffeience in opinions as to one of the 
items of the piogiamme I should like to ask why even the question of the 
entiie change of the Non-co-opeiation piogiamme should be considei ed a question 
of pimciple ^ The basis of Non-co-operation is that we cannot co-opeiate with the 
buieauciatiG administiation ^?\rhen a peison admits this, he is a non-co-opei atoi 
Of couise whatevei we decide will be binding upon the people But it is m no way 
a pimciple , it is a detail , not the goal but the means If theie is a difference 

of opinion in this matt ei the same significance cannot he attached to it as to a 
difference in pimciple 

Fieedom is oui goal and non-violence and Non-co-operation aie oui piincp 
pies , Foi the attainment of oui goal we have adopted a piogiamme eveiy one 
of whose items is a means to the end AVe cannot change the cieed oi lenounce 
the pimciple but we can change our tactics any moment at will If we lefuse 
to mtioduce such changes, it means that we lefuse to fight 

But it IS to be greatly legietted that this diffeience has acquiied for the 
pai ties conceined the significance of a difference in principle. Such enei gy has 
been expended upon the question as though the veiy life of the national stiuggle 
Vung upon it On the one side, it has been affiimed that it is a diffeience of 
prmciple. If the pimciple Non-co-operation were really so nariow I would 
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respectfully say that Non-co-operation is impracticable On the othei hand 
emphasis has been laid upon the fact that the divergences have led to a division 
m the united stiength of the Congress But, if such minoi differences wairant 
division and the foimation of paities in the body politic of the Congi ess, I will have 
to admit legietfully that no organization in the world can exist undei such 
ciicumstances However, I do not agree with the impoitanee given to the 
matter undei discussion. This question was assuiedly not one foi which we 
should have risked all oui union, our enthusiasm and all that we had hitheito^ 
acquiied I can confidently say that—whatever may be the dcotSfon of the 
Gaya Congress about the boycott oi otherwise of the Councils—if we had lemained 
united, none of om pi esent difficulties which have been responsible foi fiitteiingaway 
the valuable yeai 1923 could have suivived What is the leal cause of the bi each in 
Hmdu-Mushm unity ? I say it is meiely this diffeience in your midst and the lack 
of employment and woik befoie the country consequent upon it When the people 
had no longei the task on which they had set then hearts, it was inevitable that 
Intel necme disputes should aiise When you are expending so great an amount of 
energy on giving the piogiamme a ceitain shape, you might as well considei for a 
moment that the real aeciet of success lies not meiely in the quality of the 
weapons and the highioads chosen, but m the actual stiength of the aimy itself 
As to what the weapons should be is a question of minoi impoi tance The i eaj 
question is what the soldieis should belike What should then moral fibie be 
So for as the weapons aie concerned it is enough to ensuie that they aie effective 
foi then intended purpose If they aie not of supeilative quality, it matteis 
little It is unity and fiimness m oui foices that is an essential requisite An 
aimy, fiimly united, can win a battle even with mfeuor weapons But the veiv 
best of weapons cannot win success foi a scatteied and disheartened foice Foi 
the last yeai we have been quaiielling about the natuie of oui weapons, nob tioubh 
mg to notice the state of the aimy If the army is once scatteied how will 
the best of weapons help it ^ Admit foi a moment that the boycott of the 
Councils is the most impoitant task before us oi that enbne victoiy consists m 
captuiing the Councils But when you have no united stiength, when youi 
oiganization has become chaotic, the discipline of the national centies 
deatioyed and above all Hmdu-Musliiu unity fiactuied, how will you successfully 
boycott the Councils—how captuie their seats 

EXCESSES 

Gentlemen, what we must needs cherish with care aie not minoi details 
but actual piinciples It4vill theiefoie, be folly to be so cained away by zeal foi 
a minoi mattei that the dangei may ause of the biith of new piinciples, and this 
may latei on cieate foi us gieat difficulties When this diffeience biought about 
a division and took the shape of paitisaii quail els and dissension it was^mevitabie 
that theie should be an inclination to excesses It is our duty, however, to Slivorce 
OUI biams and heaits iigoiously fiom division and nevei to preach blind obedience 
though we should be stiongm discipline By blind obedience, I mean a state 
of mind m which a peison exceeds the limits of modei ^tion m following a gieab 
man Instead of using his own mental faculties, the woid of one peison becomes 
the ciiteiion of light and wiong, tiuth and untiuth for him Such blmtj 
obedience has been the greatest obstacle m the way of human progiess and dev^ 
lopment both m the depaitments of leligion and science. We should never 
impoi b this mentality into oui politics. 
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By discipline, on the other hand, is meant obedience such as the soldier owes 
to his commander Just as blind obedience is a stumbling block in the way of all 
success and piogiess, discipline IS the requisite condition foi all coipoiate action 
It IS possible that the commandei may issue wrong oideis but the soldiei must 
obey them even though he diffei s from his leader about their suitability Even 
if the commandei issues wiong commands we should piefei to be killed like the 
English regiment at Sebastopol foi whom Tennyson has wi itten the famous 
elegy, rather than disobey To suffer the consequences of wiong leadership is 
better thfa q^ t he defection of an entile aimy on the field of battle 

Today, the Indian National Congiess is the only governing body for us 
Weaieina state of wai We should not, of couise, obey blindly eithei the 
mandate of the Congress or the view a of our greatest leaders but we should not 
disturb discipline eithei I legret to say the party opposed to all changes must 
bewaie lest we should inadveitently be betiayed into blind obedience oi total 
inertia and the paity insisting on the mtioduction of changes have failed to lealise 
that we must not lum the discipline of oui oiganization for the sake of a minor 
difference 

OUR FUTURE PROGRAMME 

Gentlemen, permit me now to place before you my opinion concerning 
our present condition and our future method of woik I believe that the true 
guidance for us is that of Mahatma Gandhi, and it is under that guidance ^lone 
that India can ever gain salvation and freedom There are three courses before 
India today—contentment with the present situation, armed revolution and the 
Non-co-operation movement We cannot remain satisfied with our present lot , 
we cannot bring about an armed revolution and do not desire it The third 
coJrse, Non-co-operation, alone remains open to us As to the programme of 
' Non-co-operation, there is no reason why we should make any change 
in its principles It must, no doubt, be admitted that the first conflict is over 
The struggle has, for the moment, been suspended But we must prepare for its 
resumption Ci\il disobedience, and ci\il disobedience alone, can be the decisi\e 
factor E\en if w’^e do not resort to massci\il disobedience for the time being 
we have full faith m the power of defensi\e civil obedience 

Defensive civil disobedience requires conditions, some of which depend 
on our owm preparedness, w^hile others depend on the behaviour of the bureau¬ 
cratic authorities When the bureaucracy- behaves in a particular w^ay, the 
conditions we require are present —as for instance w’hen it tries to stop our 
activities wMth severity and force and strains and misinterprets the law as it has 
often done in the past 

No doubt this IS a condition the fulfilment of which is not m our 
power, nonetheless we can be confident that the natural tendencies of the moment 
are working in.our favour Not only do we know that we are m the ncrht 
path, we are also sure that the adversary facing us is altogether in the wrong 
and that the inevitable outcome ot the struggle is that he should meet with 
defeat The struggle today is not between the indiv iduals forming the bureaucracy 
and the intellect of India, but between a wrong system and righteous demands 
As a necessary consequence, on the one hand, mistakes will be piled on mistakes 
*^nd on the other, the party of the nation will acquire new sources of strength We 
should be confident that if w^e continue our preparations, an atmosphere will 
soon be created in which it will be possible for us to begin our second decisive 
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battle , and the battle will offer an attraction to our non-violent soldier*: and 
we will then see that the beds of those now m hospital are empt) and the held of 
battle filled with men 

COUNCILS 

But how are w^e to utilise the time before us in order to create a proper 
atmosphere for renewing the struggle at the earliest moment and at the same 
time find full scope for our activities ^ Will it be better for us to boycott 
the forthcoming elections, or should we, wherever we can secure a majority, go to 
the Councils, and make them a temporary sphere of our ^Cooperation 

activities 

After considering all aspects of the question, I have come to the conclusion 
that under the present circumstances it is useless for us to boycott the Councils 
and remain aloof As on the occasion of the previous election a boycott was 
necessary for us, so under the present circumstances it is to our advantage to 
occupy as many seats as possible We should try to enter the Councils and 
Assemblies and should follow such a policy that those Councils and Assemblies 
may become a sphere of our efforts In mv humble opinion our future programme 
should be that on the one hand a section of us enters the Councils while on the 
other hand our activities outside the Councils continue The All-India Congress 
Committee should supervise both these activities so that the work remains 
under the direction of a single organisation It ought to be decided once for 
all that entering the Councils means following a definite and fixed programme 
decided upon by the Congress This programme should clearly speciiy all those 
conditions which may serve to prevent our activities being contaminated by co¬ 
operation Since our object is not to co-operate, it is clear that our activities 
there cannot be continued for long It must also be made clear that no responsi¬ 
ble post can be accepted in the Councils even for a very short time with any 
intention whatsoever 

Now it remains to be decided w’^hat ought to be our programme after 
entering these Councils Many courses are possible and much depends on the 
trend of events and circumstances at the time But this much is obvious that at 
some opportune moment the non-co-operating members will have to leave the 
Councils and resort to civil disobedience along with those workers who have not 
gone to the Councils We adopt the policy of entering the Councils in order to 
make the Councils a sphere of our activities, and not to boycott them,—for this will 
be a better preparation for the ultimate struggle 

If we were fully convinced today that instead of being in a state of suspense 
we are prepared to offer civil disobedience, I for one would not for a moment advise 
you even to think of entering the Councils That is why, though I was entirely 
dissappointed at the success of the Gaya programme, yet as long as there was 
the slightest hope of its success my best efforts were to make a united effort 
to make it successful without thinking of entering the Councils However, if we 
wish we can today proceed to draw up a programme of our activities after 
entering the Councils or if we prefer it we can postpone it for the annual session 
The last w^ill be the better alternative 

What should be our programme outside the Councils ? This is the most 
important problem for us to consider and on this depends the utility of this nepr 
method of warfare Regarding this I wish to place the following for your consi¬ 
deration 
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1 On the constructive side of the prograitunc the propaganda of Hindu- 
Muslim unity should begin anew I will in a moment draw your attention to 
the details of the question 

2* The organisation of the labouring classes of the pountry, for we can 
do nothing in future while ignoring then 

3 The political education of the masses by means of speeches and 
writings In our former activities we had to undertake the work of preparation, 
canvassing, and opposition at the same time We should not ignore this work 
while WCV 34 -P jp our present state of suspense We should try to engrave the prin¬ 
ciple and aims of national unity, Non-co-operation, non-violence, and civil 
disobedience on the hearts of the masses They should follow us not on the 
grountfs of religious belief , they should consider it their duty from sentiments 

of pure patriotism A mass of political literature should be prepared in 
different languages of India and distributed broadcast The workers and (volunteers 
of the Congress Committees should tour through towns and villages to instruct 
the people and open temporrary political schools everywhere A programme of 
work for three or six months should be drawn up for this work and in that time we 
will be able to instruct the people up to a certain definite standard If the 
government puts hindrances in our path it will be all the more useful to us It is 
quite possible that we may thus be able to attain our goal 

THE CONSTRUCTIVE PROGRAMME 

4 I wish to make it quite clear that there can be only one possible method 
of our entering the Councils the Congress should not only issue a mandate but 
also undertake direction But today if you decide against entering the 
Councils no single person or party, as I have already emphasised at length, should 
advance one step further I altogether deny that the question is of a character 

^ to justify our disobeying the National organisation in case of a difference of 
opinion If today you again decide against entering the Councils I would in that 
case think that a boycott of them is preferable to entering For the chief need is 
united effort The method adopted by us unanimously will be better than any 
which have been individually chosen, and for as long as no question of principles is 
involved we should not disobey our National organisation 

Gentlemen, on the occasion of the Gaya Congress the Conference of 
Muslim Ulema decided that Musalmans should not stand for election to the 
Councils In fact, from the religious aspect of the question only, the principle of 
Non-co-operation was in view, and so far as its programme of work was 
concerned the Ulema were naturally opposed to all those methods from which 
the least danger to the principle could be apprehended Whether entering the 
Councils would be harmful or beneficial to the principles could only be decided by 
those who had gained some experience of these affairs But as at that moment 
there were differences of opinion even among such persons, the Ulema naturally 
preferred the safer course Opinions being divided, complete boycott appeared 
the safer alternative But I assure you that if today you arrive at a satisfactory 
decision there is no reason for any insistence on their part 

HINDU-MUSLIM UNITY 

I have occupied so much of your time in describing the superstructure of 
|Hir buildmg, but the condition of the foundations of our efforts—Hindu-Muslim 
unity—remains to be considered This is the foundation of our structure without 
which not only the freedom of India but all those factors necessary for the 
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life and progress of the country will remain a dream Not only is our national 
freedom impossible without it, we cannot create without it primary principle.* 
^of humanity within ourselves If today an angel descending from the clouds 
were to declare from the top of the Minar of Delhi “You will obtain Swaraj 
within twenty-four hours if you relinquish Hindu-Mushm unity,” 1 would prefer 
to sacrifice Swaraj rather than Hindu-Muslim unity , for delay in the attainment 
of Swaraj will be a loss to India alone but if our unity disappears it will be a loss 

to the whole world of humanity 

THE PRESENT CONDITION OF THE COUNTRY^' ' 

No one wnth a single particle of love and affection for India can v^w her 
present condition unmoved and callous Four years ago we made the grand¬ 
est proclamation of our national honour and self-respect We asked the world 
to wait for our freedom But just when the w'orld was turning its ear to 
hear the tale of freedom we have prepared a tale of slavish shamelessness and 
mad riots Instead of Swaraj and the Khilafat the noise of the Shudhi move¬ 
ment and its opponents, are heard on every side “Save the Hindus 
from the Mohammedans” is said on the one hand and “Save Islam 
from the Hindus'” on the other When the cry for the protection of Hindus 

and Musalmans rises so high it is obvious that our demand for the protection of 
a united India cannot be entertained On one side the platform and the press invite 
the mad religious bigotry of the people and on the other side a duped and ignorant 
public IS shedding its blood in the streets of Hindustan There have been serious 
troubles at Ajmere, Palwal, Saharanpore, Agra, and Meerut Who can say to 
what unfortunate cnnsequences these troubles will lead ^ 

Genlemen, I wish to tell all those persons who are busy in inciting these 
feelings that this state of affairs is intolerable I will even go a step further 
and tell them that we are treading the path of freedom 
and they should not impede our progress They must not put hindrances in our 
way and if they do so it will be our duty to clear the path of all obstacles I beg 
to lay before all of you who have come here from every corner of the country and 

who represent the intellect and the voice of India that it does not matter in the 
least whether you decide that the Non-co-operators should or should not go to 
the Councils, but, for God’s sake, decide here and now whether India is to protect 
the maimed hopes of her freedom and, emancipation, or whether she is to bury 
them in the blood-stained soil of Saharanpore and Agra Today you should 

announce your clear decisions on this point and devote all your energies to it If 
>ou allow such things for a day longer, be sure, that it will throw back your 

progress for years 

Gentlemen, Not long ago the Musalmans as a community took n(» part in 
the activities of the Congress It was a common feeling among them that they 
were numerically inferior to the Hindus in India and were also very backward m 
education and wealth, and that if thev participated in anv national movement, they 
would be working to endanger their existence as a commnnity As a result of 
t>’is fe^'ling their actvities were long confined to communal organisation while they 
f r, national movement But those of you who have been studying the 

. , . , o -jrr .ir 0) 1 ^ Musalmans during the last twelve years ^ill 
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doubtless recollect that the first voice rai^^sd in 191a against this attitude was mine 
I invited the attention of my co-religionists to the fact that b\ persisting in the policy 
of aloofness they were making their existence an obstacle to the liberty of the coun- 
tiy and that they should trust their Hindu brothers, join the Congress, make the 
freedom of the country their goal, and abandon the policy of communal aloofness 
At that time my message was not received well by mv co-religionistsand met with 
strong opposition Bat soon the time arrived when Musalmans realised the truth 
When I was interned at Ranchi in 1916 I used to hear that Musalmans were eagerly 
and in numbers entering the fold of the Congress 

,^Gentlemen, as in 1912 I raised my voice against the conduct of m\ co-reli- 
gionists and fear of their opposition did not prevent me off from declaring the truth, 
so now I deem it my duty to raise my voice against those of our brothers who are 
raising the standard of a Hindu Sanghatan 

I am surprised to find that the mental condition of the Muslim political 
circles of those days is found in these persons now But the Musalmans were 
prompted by the fear that they were numerically inferior, whereas this movement 
is exciting the hearts of those who are four times more numerous than the Musalmans 
1 unhesitatingly declare that today India wants neither a Hindu nor a Muslim 
Sanghatan VVe require one and one, Sanghatan alone—that is the Indian National 

Congress 

Some of the responsible leaders of the Shudhi movement assert that it is 
not opposed to Hndu-Mushm unity because after preaching sermons of opposition 
and strife they invariably conclud# wnth a message of cordiality and love But I 
would sa) to these gentlemen that they have already led us along the wrong path, 
and they should not now inMte us to den) human nature The Lord Christ exhorted 
the people of the world to forgive their enemies But the world has not been 
able to forgive even its friends to the present day Do you imagine that after 
exciting passions of jealousy and revenge, you can maintain cordiality and love 
among the same people 

In like manner I must say of the Shudhi Mo\ement that though we may 
seperate in theory our united efforts for political salvation and our communal and' 
religious quarrels no such dividing line between their activities can be drawn in prac¬ 
tice We want a united nation and we knowthat if on one side the cries of “MIech" 
and on the other those of “Kafir” are permitted to be raised then it will be impos¬ 
sible to create that tolerant spirit without which the existence of unitv will be verv 
seriously jeopardised Gentlemen, I appeal to all the parties in the country that 
they should once and for all decide the fate of India If they want their country to be 
free and attain salvation, they must postpone all other activities for her sake No 
matter how dear these activities be to them there is no other alternative 

I do not deny that every community in India has numerous duties of 
internal o’-ganisation and reforms before it, and it is necessary that every community 
should make efforts to remove its own peculiar defects and frailities Nonethe- 
lels, I absolutely deny that under these conditions any movement which draws its 
motive power from internecine warfare and communal strife can be legitimate The 
same sorts of arguments are repeated The same kinds of reasons are put forwards 

1 do not wish to go into the details of the question I refuse to acknow¬ 
ledge the validity of the arguments advanced in defence of communal or sectional 
Movements “In such and such a year”, it is said “there was a disturbance in which 
one of the communities suffered a greater injury than the other It is therefore 
necessary that it should organise a Sanghatan against the other community 
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Now if we recognise the validity of such arguments fora single moment, it will 
be incumbent on every community of Hindustan to draw up a list of wrongs that it 
l^as suffered and organize its Sanghatan In Bombay alone during the last twenty 
years many riots between the two Muslim sects have taken place m which one sect 
has had the satisfaction of killing and plundering the other I must however frankly 
and openly declare that after the commencement of the new era of Hmdu-Muslim 
unity, the Multan not and the^reat injuries inflictedonthe Hindus is an unfortunate 
catastrophe which should give pain to every Muslim heart But in a country like 
India—a country inhabited by millions of people just entering upon a new phase 
of their existence, misdirected religious prejudices and untimely religious enthusi¬ 
asms, are easily excited and such disturbances cannot completely be aTToTded A 
disturbance now and then, is quite possible Its remedy lies m the refusal of the 
other section of the community to view the matter in a sectarian spirit, they should 
blame the party that has been guiltly of excess and sympathise with the party that 
has been wronged You do not remedy the disease by exaggerating a local affair into 
a national and communal grievance, for this unites the opposition of the other comm¬ 
unity and etartsa war that can neverend To-dayfromthisplatform,thecradleofunited 
Indian nationalism and in thename of their common motherland, I appeal both to the 
Hindus and the Musalmans not to trample so cruelly upon national aspirations and 
hopes Without further discussion as to what has happened we should at once stop 
all activities connected with the Shudhi movement If the people cannot 
unite to stop them they should at least postpone them , if they did so they would 
be rendering the greatest service not only to their country, but to the whole of 
mankind 

THE NATIONAL PACT OF INDIA 

Gentlemen, let me remind you in this connection that we should prepare 
without any further delay a national pact which will not only elucidate and define 
our national goal but will also decide the future relations of the various communities 
in the country and close the gate to future trouble India is a wonderful land 
It IS quite possible that the freedom of three hundred millions of people will be 
delayed because a procession passed by a mosque singing and beating drums—or 
the branches of a tree on the high road were lopped When such is the nature of 
the country’s sufferings we should not delay in deciding these matters once and 
for all time I hope that you will considerthese matters during your deliberations 
It would be advisable to form a committee of select persons and to prepare a 
draft scheme before the next session 

CONCLUSION 

Gentlemen, Like the historic days of other Nations the consequences of this 
remarkable day may be of opposite kinds To-day we can achieve the greatest 
possible success, but the greatest possible failure may fall to out lot Our determi¬ 
nation, our courage, and our patriotism are under a very great trial Come, let us su^- 
ce6d in our task by devoting ourselves to the building up of our common destiny! 




